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Solvent cleaning procedures 

 
 
 
Different types of cleaning products can be used on galvannealed steel: aromatic solvent, aliphatic solvent, acid or 
alkaline aqueous solutions and solvent miscible with water.  Whatever the type used, it is very important to 
completely eliminate the cleaning product before painting.  Since aqueous solutions are less volatile, their 
elimination is often more difficult.  Solvent cleaning is therefore more frequently used. 
 
 
 
Cleaning steps 
 
 
 

1) Insert the cleaning product in a squirt bottle.  This type of bottle facilitates a sprinkle of cleaning product 
over the contaminated  surface and avoids contact between the contaminants and the cleaning product.   

 
2) Use a clean, lint free rag . (Rags should not contain dye). If you need to use a colour rag, make sure it does 

not fade when soaked with solvent. The rag must be changed frequently.  
 

3) Immediately after cleaning, wipe the surface with a dry and clean rag.  Do not let the solvent dry over the 
surface.  The delay between surface cleaning and painting must be as short as possible to avoid any 
contamination of the cleaned surface. 

 
4) Some solvents can lead to auto ignition of soak rag.  Do not leave the soak rag in a pile. Make sure rags are 

completely dry before disposal. 
 

5) Frequent or extend exposure to solvent vapours may cause serious health problems.  It is very important to 
wear appropriate protective equipment: adequate respiratory mask based on solvent used, gloves and 
protective clothes.  Make sure to execute the cleaning in a well ventilate area. 

 
 
 
 
 
*The above is a general outline and in all cases the paint manufacturer’s instructions shall be followed in the 
strictest conformance. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


